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in the name of the workers and peasants, but 
were all intellectuals. And in the end , most 
of the peasants were against us.
END OF GAME—SANDINISTAS STUNNED BY SCOPE

OF ELECTION LOSS

The war eventually forced the Sandinistas 
to agree to internationally supervised elec-
tions. They lost—to Violeta Chamorro, pub-
lisher of La Prensa, one of their most impor-
tant allies during the war against Somoza—
in a landslide that stunned them. 

‘‘We had a naive syllogism: If it was a revo-
lution for the poor, then the poor couldn’t be 
against us,’’ Ramirez said. ‘‘But we should 
have known much earlier. We started out 
with 90 percent of the population behind us. 
By 1985, there were 400,000 Nicaraguans who 
had fled to Miami, several hundred thousand 
more in Costa Rica and Honduras, and we 
still only got 60 percent of the vote. The Nic-
araguan family was split.’’

Since the 1990 election, the Sandinistas 
have lost three more elections (one presi-
dential, two for local offices across the coun-
try) by nearly identical margins. The party 
newspaper is closed, the party television sta-
tion under the control of Mexican investors. 
Two major scandals—one over the way San-
dinista leaders looted the government on 
their way out of office in 1990, another over 
allegations that Daniel Ortega molested his 
stepdaughter for nine years, beginning when 
she was 11—have been sandwiched around 
countless minor ones. 

Those who govern now say the Sandinistas 
left nothing behind but wreckage. Nica-
raguan Vice President Enrique Bolaños, a 
lifelong opponent of the FSLN whose farm 
was confiscated during the revolution, says 
it will take decades to undo the damage the 
Sandinistas did to the Nicaraguan economy. 

‘‘Per capital income dropped to the levels 
of 1942 when they were in charge,’’ he said. 
‘‘The trade deficit, which had always hovered 
around zero, went up to $400 million to $600 
million their first year, and its stayed there 
ever since. Even if we get the foreign debt 
they left us under control—it went from $1.3 
billion to $12 billion under them—that trade 
deficit will kill us.’’

Many of the party’s most loyal militants—
including Ramirez, Belli, Hassan and Cruz—
have deserted it. Some are harshly critical of 
what the revolution left behind. Hassan, who 
has left politics and now manages a garment 
factory, said that what he saw during the 
revolution has soured him on the political 
left.

‘‘I think the left equal populism, which 
equals give-me-give-me-give-me,’’ he said. 
‘‘What we bred here are people who say, ‘I’ll 
go to demonstrations and shout, but I won’t 
work. I want a salary, but I won’t work. I 
want food, but I won’t work. I want a house, 
but I won’t work. 

But others believe that the revolution left 
some things of lasting value, including a 
sense that even poor people have inalienable 
rights.

‘‘Nicaraguan peasant will look you 
straight in the eye,’’ said Alejandro 
Bendaña, once Daniel Ortega’s top foreign 
policy adviser, now estranged from the 
party. ‘‘That wasn’t always true. When I was 
a kid, they walked up to you, bowing, hum-
ble and deferential, saying boss this and boss 
that. That is a legacy of the revolution.’’

Bendaña, like many past and present San-
dinistas, believes that the revolution would 
have been worthwhile even if it never accom-
plished anything but getting rid of the 
Somozas.

‘‘Our parents had failed to get rid of the 
bastard, and we were the ones who did it,’’ he 

said. ‘‘And to get rid of the dictatorship, 
armed force was required. Banging pots and 
pans in the streets, like in the Philippines, 
that wasn’t going to do it.’’

Ortega, somewhat paradoxically, believes 
that the election that ousted him proves 
that the Sandinistas moved the country for-
ward.

‘‘When we lost the election, we gave up the 
government,’’ Ortega said. ‘‘That hadn’t hap-
pened before. What we have here is a typical 
bourgeois democracy—not a true people’s de-
mocracy—but I still think it represents an 
advance for Nicaragua.’’

But being remembered as a transitional as-
terisk in Nicaraguan history was not what 
the Sandinistas dreamed of in 1979, when 
they boasted that they would do nothing less 
than construct a New Man, free of the chains 
of ego and selfishness. 

‘‘I always thought the revolution would be 
a transcendental story in human develop-
ment,’’ mused Ramirez earlier this month. 
‘‘But it wasn’t, was it?’’ 

f 

46TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
KOREAN ARMISTICE 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, on July 
27, 1953, the armistice was signed, end-
ing the Korean War. On Sunday, July 
25, 1999, nearly forty-six years after the 
fighting stopped, the Veterans of For-
eign Wars gathered for the dedication 
of a Korean War Memorial in 
Fultondale, Alabama. I rise today, on 
the 46th Anniversary of the armistice, 
to honor the military personnel who 
faithfully served our nation in this 
conflict.

Many have wrongfully called Korea 
‘‘the Forgotten War.’’ I want Korean 
War veterans to know that we have not 
forgotten their brave service to our na-
tion. The courage and dedication of 
American troops who fought on and 
around the Korean Peninsula should 
never be forgotten. The names of 
Pusan, Inchon, Chosin Reservoir and 
countless other locations where our 
forces fought against Communist ag-
gression continue to bring pride to the 
hearts and minds of all Americans. 

We are constantly and correctly re-
minded of the thousands of Americans 
who lost so much in the Vietnam War. 
Vietnam left such a lasting impression 
on our history that there has been a 
temptation to overlook our nation’s 
first stand against the Communist 
threat in Asia. I am committed to in-
suring that we do not succumb to this 
temptation. We must not forget either 
the 37,000 Americans who gave their 
lives in Korea, or the 8,000 MIAs whose 
fate remains a mystery. 

Those who served their nation from 
1950–53 suffered much, but have left a 
proud legacy. The 8th Army, Far East 
Air Force, 1st Marine Division, and 7th 
Fleet proved their mettle in Korea and 
remain among the proudest names in 
American military history. The peace 
and prosperity which the people of 
South Korea enjoy today is the direct 
result of the gallantry of our Armed 
Forces. The 38,000 American personnel 
who currently serve in South Korea are 

guardians of the liberty which their 
predecessors fought to establish nearly 
half a century ago. 

Mr. President, I ask you and my fel-
low United States Senators to join me 
in recognizing the members of the 
Armed Services who sacrificed so much 
in defense of freedom and democracy 
on the Korean Peninsula. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Monday, 
July 26, 1999, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,636,525,745,471.93 (Five trillion, six 
hundred thirty-six billion, five hundred 
twenty-five million, seven hundred 
forty-five thousand, four hundred sev-
enty-one dollars and ninety-three 
cents).

Five years ago, July 26, 1994, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,632,297,000,000 
(Four trillion, six hundred thirty-two 
billion, two hundred ninety-seven mil-
lion).

Ten years ago, July 26, 1989, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $2,802,473,000,000 (Two 
trillion, eight hundred two billion, four 
hundred seventy-three million). 

Fifteen years ago, July 26, 1984, the 
Federal debt stood at $1,536,607,000,000 
(One trillion, five hundred thirty-six 
billion, six hundred seven million). 

Twenty-five years ago, July 26, 1974, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$475,807,000,000 (Four hundred seventy-
five billion, eight hundred seven mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of 
more than $5 trillion—
$5,160,718,745,471.93 (Five trillion, one 
hundred sixty billion, seven hundred 
eighteen million, seven hundred forty-
five thousand, four hundred seventy-
one dollars and ninety-three cents) 
during the past 25 years.

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees.

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:46 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Berry, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2561. An act making appropriations 
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal 
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year ending September 30, 2000, and for other 
purposes.

H.R. 2415. An act to enhance security of 
United States missions and personnel over-
seas, to authorize appropriations for the De-
partment of State for fiscal year 2000, and for 
other purposes.

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, 
without amendment:

S. 604. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to complete a land exchange 
with Georgia Power Company. 

S. 1258. An act to authorize funds for the 
payment of salaries and expenses of the Pat-
ent and Trademark Office, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1259. An act to amend the Trademark 
Act of 1946 relating to dilution of famous 
marks, and for other purposes. 

S. 1260. An act to make technical correc-
tions in title 17, United States Code, and 
other laws.

The message further announced that 
the House insists upon its amendments 
to the bill (S. 507) to provide for the 
conservation and development of water 
and related resources, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Army to construct 
various projects for improvements to 
rivers and harbors of the United 
States, and for other purposes and asks 
a conference with the Senate on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
thereon; and appoints the following 
members as managers of the con-
ference on the part of the House: 

For consideration of the Senate bill 
and the House amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference: Mr. 
SHUSTER, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. 
BOEHLERT, Mr. BAKER, Mr. DOOLITTLE,
Mr. SHERWOOD, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. BOR-
SKI, Mrs. TAUSCHER, and Mr. BAIRD.

At 2:06 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Berry, one of its reading clerks an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 457. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to increase the amount of leave 
time available to a Federal employee in any 
year in connection with serving as an organ 
donor, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1074. An act to provide Government-
wide accounting of regulatory costs and ben-
efits, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2565. An act to clarify the quorum re-
quirement for the Board of Director of the 
Export-Import Bank of the United States. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bills were read the first 

and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 457. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to increase the amount of leave 
time available to a Federal employee in any 
year in connection with serving as an organ 
donor, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1074. An act to provide Government-
wide accounting of regulatory costs and ben-
efits, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 2565. An act to clarify the quorum re-
quirement for the Board of Directors of the 

Export-Import Bank of the United States; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs.

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–4358. A communication from the Chief, 
Regulations Branch, U.S. Customs Service, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Automated Export System (AES)’’ 
(RIN1515–AC42), received July 23, 1999; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–4359. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to worker adjustment 
assistance training funds; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC–4360. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Corporate Policy and Research Depart-
ment, Pension Benefit Guaranty Corpora-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Allocation of Assets 
in Single-Employer Plans; Interest Assump-
tions for Valuing Benefits; Correction’’, re-
ceived July 23, 1999; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–4361. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to a vacancy in the 
position of Chief Financial Officer in the De-
partment of Education and the designation 
of an Acting Chief Financial Officer; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions.

EC–4362. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Farm Service Agency, Farm 
and Foreign Agricultural Services, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Imple-
mentation of Preferred Lender Program and 
Streamlining of Guaranteed Farm Loan Pro-
grams Loan Regulations; Correction’’ 
(RIN0560–AF38), received July 23, 1999; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry.

EC–4363. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Gypsy 
Moth Generally Infested Areas’’ (Docket No. 
99–042–1), received July 23, 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC–4364. A communication from the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report of the proceedings 
of the Judicial Conference of the United 
States held on March 16, 1999; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

EC–4365. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Lands and Minerals Manage-
ment, Minerals Management Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Leasing of Sulphur or Oil and Gas in the 
Outer Continental Shelf-Bonus Payments 
with Bids’’ (RIN1010–AC49), received July 23, 
1999; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–4366. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulatory Management and 
Information, Office of Policy, Planning and 
Evaluation, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Finding of Failure to Sub-

mit a Revised State Implementation Plan 
(SIP) for Lead; Missouri; Doe Run-
Herculaneum Lead Nonattainment Area’’ 
(FRL # 6408–3), received July 23, 1999; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works.

EC–4367. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Committee for Purchase from 
People who are Blind or Severely Disabled, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the annual re-
port for fiscal year 1998; to the Committee on 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4368. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Employment Services, Office of Per-
sonnel Management, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Career 
Transition Assistance for Surplus and Dis-
placed Federal Employees’’ (RIN3206–AI39), 
received July 23, 1999; to the Committee on 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4369. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Employment Services, Office of Per-
sonnel Management, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Posi-
tions Restricted to Preference Eligibles’’ 
(RIN3206–AI69), received July 23, 1999; to the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4370. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 13–104, ‘‘Taxicab Commission 
Temporary Amendment Act of 1999’’; to the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4371. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 13–105, ‘‘Emergency Financial 
Assistance for Hospitals Temporary Act of 
1999’’; to the Committee on Governmental 
Affairs.

EC–4372. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 13–98, ‘‘Use of Trained Employees 
to Administer Medication Clarification Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 1999’’; to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4373. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 13–99, ‘‘Equal Opportunity for 
Local, Small, or Disadvantaged Business En-
terprises Temporary Amendment Act of 
1999’’; to the Committee on Governmental 
Affairs.

EC–4374. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 13–97, ‘‘Office of Cable Television 
and Telecommunications Temporary Amend-
ment Act of 1999’’; to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–4375. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 13–100, ‘‘Uniform Controlled Sub-
stances Temporary Amendment Act of 1999’’; 
to the Committee on Governmental Affairs. 

EC–4376. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 13–102, ‘‘Motor Vehicle Excessive 
Idling Fine Increase Amendment Act of 
1999’’; to the Committee on Governmental 
Affairs.

EC–4377. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Arms Export Control Act, the report of the 
certification of a proposed Manufacturing 
License Agreement with Germany; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–4378. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
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